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If I WIRE A. V0I01. 

If l were a voice, a persuasive voice. 
That could travel the wide world through, 

I would fly on the beams of the morning light, 

And speak to men with a gentle might, 
And tell them to be true, 

I'd fly, I'd fly, o'er land and tea. 

Wherever a tinman heart might be, 

Tallinn a tale, or tinging a song, 

lu uralae of the right, In blame of the wrong. 

If I were a voice, a consoling voice, 

I'd fly on the wings of air j 
The homes of sorrow and guilt I'd seek. 
And calm and truthful words I'd speak 

To save them from despair. 
I'd fly, I'd fly o'er the crowded town, 
And drop, like the happy sunlight, down 
Into the heart* of suifurniu men. 
And teach them to rejoice again. 

If I were a voice, a convincing voice, 

I'd travel wit!i the wind ; 
And wherever 1 saw the uationa torn 
By warfare, jealousy or scorn, 

Or hatred of thtir kind, 
I'd By. I'd fly, on the thunder crash, 
And Into their blinded bosoms Dash, 
And, all their evil thoughts subdued. 
I'd teach them Christian brotherhood. 

If I were a voice, a pervading voice, 
I'd seek the kings of earth ; 

I'd And them alone on their beds at night, 

And whisper words that should g tilde them right- 
Lesson* of priceless worth. 

I'd fly more swift than the swiftest bird. 

And tell them things they never beard, — 

Troths which the ages for aye repeat, — 

Unknown to the statesmen at their feet. 

If I were a voice, an Immortal voice, 

I'd sneak in the people's ear ; 
And whenever they shouted 'Liberty 1" 
Without deserving to be free, 

I'd make their mission clear. 
I'd fly, I'd fly, on the wings of day, 
Rebuking wrong on my world-wide way, 
And making all the earth rejoice— 
If I were a voice, an imm mortal voice. 

CfwtrUa Mackuy. 


Tie Sunday School Service, 

May, mh, 1864. 
a. d. asiQwr. 

The Uproar at Ephesus.— Acta 19 : 23—41 ; 20 : 1, 2. 

Golden. Text : Why do the heathen rage and the peo- 
ple imagine a vain thing r" Fa. 2 : 1. 

Introduction. 

Since April 13th the lessons were taken 
from Paul's letter to the Corinthians, written 
while laboring at Ephesus. While he was 
thus engaged in correcting certain errors into 
which the nrethren at Corinth had drifted. 
Ephesus became the scene of a terrible con- 
fusion and uproar, led by a party who veiled 
^elf-interest under the cloak of religious zeal. 
We might have supposed that when the Ephe- 
sians burned their books and with it their oc- 
cupation, the city should have enjoyed peace; 
but superstition was not yet disenthroned, 
and covet ousness was not all burned in that 
bonfire. 

When Paul was driven from the synagogue 
he quickly gathered up his little company of 
believers, and entered the school hall of one 
Tyrannus and there, with the same high mo- 
tive preached the gospel of Christ. Now as 
Paul did not cease preaching when they ran 
him out of the synagogue, they resort to some 
other means to accomplish then* wicked ob- 
ject. The school house belonged to Tyrannus 
and with it Paul's enemies had nothing to do. 
What shall they do to stop Paul from preach- 
ing ? Stir up the people against him and his 
disciples and perchance they may drive him 
out of the city. This they did and met with 
a disastrous defeat as we shall sec from this 
lesson, 

It was now in the spring of the year and 
Paul would have left the city, but dining the 
month of May he knew many people would 
come there from all parts of the country, and 
this would give him a glorious opportunity to 
present the claims of the religion he represent- 
ed. Should any aceept of the Gospel it would 
be the means of reaching many homes that 
otherwise could not have been reached. We 
have every reason to believe that he met with 
success, judging from the opposition stirred 
up. 

THE LKSSOX. 

Verm 23. — About that way. The reference is 
to the way Paul presented. The expression 
was no doubt borrowed from him who in his 
preaching spoke of Christ as "The way, the 
truth and the life." It was a new way and 
one with which they were not familiar. To 
follow in ''that way" would have interfered 
with their established customs and usages 
and hence the "stir." The habits of life can- 
not 'be thrown aside in a day. Some of the 
Corinthians who, no doubt, were truly con- 
verted mder Paul's preaching, still hada han- 
kering after idolatry. People are slow to ac- 
eept new ways, no matter how much bettor 
thin the old, especially when, as in this case 
it touches their pocket. Old notions and hab- 
its ding tat tie most tenaciously, and when to 
give up an old way and accept a new requires 
aelf-saeriRce", then like the Ephesians, we are 


apt to make a stir. Some people hold on to 
old ways, not because they are in the right, 
but because to abandon it, would be acknowl- 
edging that they were wrong, and they are too 
proud to do this. The way of life Paul point- 
ed out stirred up considerable opposition. 

Verse 24. — Demetrius. The first and last 
time we hear of him. His occupation was in 
danger ; he had already learned how the sor- 
ceries sacrificed thtir means of gain, and this 
silversmith felt that unless he can do some- 
thing lo check the rapid spread of the Gospel 
he should be thrown out of employment. Him 
occupation was a paying one, making silver 
shrines for Diana. This temple was an im- 
mense affair, measuring 42.1 feet in length and 
220 feet wide ; 127 col umns, each tK) feet high, 
sup|MJi*tcd it. On the night of the birth of 
Alexander the Great the entire temple was 
burned. Alexander afterwards promised. to 
rebuild it, on condition that his name should 
Ije inscribed on it. lie was refused, but the 
temple was rebuilt and it is said finer than 
ever. It was supixwed that this famous god- 
dess fell down from Jupiter. Thousands of 
people came to the city in the month of May, 
and Demetrius and Co., made for them small 
temples which contained images of the god- 
dess. There was an immense demand for 
such memorials at every centre of pagan wor- 
ship. Since Paul's preaching at Ephesns the 
demand for these miniature goddesses was de- 
creasing, and Demetrius & Co. found their 
trade on the decline. He called a "trades 
union meeting," and made a speech, the sub- 
stance of which is found in 

Verses 25 — 27. Demetrius argues the 
question from two sides ; there are two {joints 
involved in it : 1. By this business (It. V.) 
we have our wealth. Covetousness is an ene- 
my to Christianity, except as men covet wis- 
dom and virtue. It confronts the Gospel on 
every side, and wherever selfishness in the 
foim of covetousness comes in contact with 
its teaching, opposition is stirred up. Demet- 
rius and Company found no fault with Paul's 
teaching so long as it did not interfere with 
their trade, but when they discovered that it 
was gradually drying up the stream which 
fed their lazy vice, they rose up against it, 
and had it been in their power, would have 
crushed it immediately, — nipped it in the bud. 
But it had taken too deep a root, it had begun 
to eat up their craft and nothing could stop 
it. These Ephesians soon learned that the 
disciples of Christ were the "salt of the earth" 
— possessed of a consuming rawer. Salt in a 
wound causes pain, cats up foul flesh ; but af- 
ter all it heals. Ephesus was not aware of its 
deep moral wound, until Paul came and ap- 
plied the pure "salt of the earth." Covetous- 
ness, like a venomous serpent, had eaten into 
their very souls, and when the arrow of truth 
pierced the wound, it was felt, it pained, and 
they "hollered" too. The terrible uproar and 
confusion which followed was the best evidence. 
that Paul had that the word of Trttth was hav- 
ing the desired effect. The remedy that will 
not pain the wound is no remedy. "The bee 
that has no sting can give no honey." Throw 
a stone in the midst of a drove of pigs, and 
you may know whether it hit without seeing 
it hit. Paul knew his preaching had touched 
dynamite somewhere for there was an explo- 
sion. 

Men still cry, "This business is our wealth," 
and we will have it. Yes, we will have it at 
the expense of our fellowmen. We will have 
our wealth though souls around us are pcr- 
ishing. The Gosjiel does not require us to 
surrender our means of livelihood. The 
Christian may engage in any business that is 
honorable, and whether men must surrender 
their occupation when they accept the Gos- 
pel, depends on what their occupation is. 
/nccheus, after his conversion resorted to oth- 
er means for a livelihood, for before cljmbing 
the sycamore tiee he did it by cheating. "Bus- 
iness is business," and when it is a paying 
business, people want no Gospel that will in- 
terfere. 

But men want more than wealth. There 
are those who court power, position and hon- 
or, and in the attainment of these, make use 
of quite as dishonorable means and even more, 
than those who covet wealth. I doubt wheth- 
er any other one thing has been the cause of 
bo much disturbance and confusion in our own 
fraternity as that which struck a stunning 
blow at the love of power and position. The 
tendency of the teaching of the progressive 
element for years has been to wrest the sole 
power from the hands of a few ambitious men 
whose whole career has been one of misrule 
and abused authority, and distribute it more 
equally ; to give position to those who pos- 
sess the Gospel qualifications necessary for 
certain offices ; and to give honor to whom 
honor was due, Superstition had blinded the 
masses of the people and held them under 
darkness. When the light broke through 
and exposed a corrupt priesthood, the shock 
was terrific. A long-continued hierarchy was 
about to fall. But the church had more than 


one Diot replies and Demetrius, and an uproar 
was the result. Their "craft" was in danger, 
and meetings with little less confusion than 
that at Ephesus, and with seemingly more 
success, were held. 

The love of power, the secret desire to rule, 
is as contrary to the teachings of the Gospel 
as the love of riches. And the same princi- 
ple that governed Demetrius, controls thou- 
sands of Christians who under the pretense of 
a religious zeal, seek neither Christ, nor the 
good of others, but wealth, position and hon- 
or. 2. Demetrius in his speech presents a 
second, and, as he would make it appear, 
greater argument in filvor of crushing Paul. 
Not only is our business in danger, but as 
Paul has taught throughout all Asia that 
there- are. no gods made with hands, the tem- 
ple of the great goddess Diana, is in danger 
of being made of no account and her magnifi- 
cence destroyed, whom all Asia worships. ■ 

Now all this was the sheerest hypocrisy. 
Demetrius had no love for the goddess Diana 
only so far as his business depended on it. 
The more worshipers of Diana the better his 
business. Self-interest was at stake and was 
the real motive cause of the opposition he 
stirred up. The owners of the damsel at Phil- 
ippi did not disturb Paul's teaching until they 
felt that the hope, of their gain was gone, then 
under the plea of a reverence for the laws, 
and love for their religion, they remonstrated. 
So in this case "religions zeal was the hypo- 
critical pretext," but it was only a cloak un- 
der which was veiled self-interest. 

This same principle still prevails. Many 
plead for customs and usages with an earnest- 
ness and zeal that borders well nigh on mad- 
ness ; like Demetrius, they make tender ap- 
peals to their hearers, never to forsake the 
good old ways in which their fathers worship- 
ped. It is all a religious cloak ; beneath it 
lies a selfish desire for power, for position, and 
if none loved the cause more than they do, it 
would soon die, Demetrius found a ready 
sale for the little idol temples he manufactur- 
ed, and he could afford to plead for the god- 
dees Diana. The principle on which Dem- 
etrius acted applies to thousands of re- 
ligious zealots of to-day. 

Verses 28 — 35. The speech of Demetrius 
was like fire applied to inflammable materials. 
The people were filled with wrath. Indignant 
at Paul, they cried, "Great" is Diana of the 
Ephesians." The whole city was in an up- 
roar. They seized two of Paul's converts and 
dragged them to the theatre, angry enough 
to tear them up. Paul's courage never failed. 
He would have rushed into the midst of the 
people to rescue his two companions, but his 
friends, who better appreciated the greatness 
of his danger, would not suffer him to expose 
himself to an exasperated crowd which would 
have been infuriated at his appearance. The 
assembly was so confused that the majority 
of them could only guess why they had met 
at all ; and it reminds us of some meetings we 
have attended in our day. It was a Jew they 
were looking for. And the Jewish popula- 
tion much desired to inform them that they 
were not the christians, though the christian 
might be a Jew. To explain these matters 
they sent Alexander forward who would have 
made his. defense, but when they recognized 
the Jewish features in the man, they cried, 
with one voice, "Great is the goddess of the 
Ephesians." For two hours the assembly 
kept up these idle yells and howlings. 

Verses 36 — 41. When the crowd was ex- 
hausted that a hearing was possible, the town 
clerk, calm and reserved, stood up before 
them and addressed them in the language of 
authority, the substance of which asstated by 
Farrier, is, "Such excitement on the part of 
the Ephesians was undignified, as the grand- 
cur of their worship was ummpeached ; it was 
unjustifiable, as they could prove nothing 
against the men ; it was unnecessary, as other 
means of redress were ojien, and finally, if 
neither pride nor justice availed anything, fear 
of the Roman power should restrain them. 

So ended the great conflict at Ephesus. It 
was a three years' battle between the powers 
of evil and the agents of light. Many were 
the trials and pci'secutions of Paul during his 
stay in the wicked city. But the battle was 
his. The enemy left the, field ashamed. Paul 
lifted up the banner of victory. Calling his 
brethren together he bade them farewell. 
Ephesus became the centre of Western Asia 
for the spread of Christianity. John, the 
Revelator, afterwards wrote to this church, 
praising them for their works, patience and 
faithfulness. Reproving them for waxing 
cold. 


An old lady who had no relish for modern 
church music, was expressing her dislike of 
the sinking of an anthem in a certain church, 
when a neighbor said : "Why, that is a very 
old anthem. Why David sang it before 
Saul." To this the old lady replied : "Weel, 
wee), I noo for the first time understan' why 
Saul threw his javelin at David, when the lad 
sang for him." 


There is nothing which is right for us to do, 
but it is also right to ask that God would 
bless it, and indeed there is nothing so little 
that the frown of God cannot convert it into 
the most sad calamity, or his smile convert it 
into the most sad calamity, or his smile exalt 
it into a most memorable mercy. — J. Ham- 
ilton. 

We all can set -our daily deeds to the musio 
of a grateful heart, and seek to round our 
lives into a grateful hymn, the melody of 
which will be recognized by all who come in 
contact with us, and the power of which shall 
not be evanescent, like the music of spheres. 
W. M. Taylor, 


%> 


"Occupy Till I Come," 

bKLBCTRd IV axi BakdsUH. 

The blessed Savior once spake this parable: 
**A certain nobleman went into a far country, 
to receive for himself a kingdom, and to re- 
turn. And he called his ten servants and de- 
livered them ten pounds, and said unto them 
'Occupy till I come.' " We read in another % 
place about the talents which has about the 
same meaning. Now we all have a talent or 
pound to improve and to occupy while here 
on earth. It is our duty to improve that 
pound which the Lord has delivered unto us 
that at his coming we may have gained other 
]x>unds. Not as the wicked servant which 
kept it laid up in a napkin, unto whom it was 
said : "Out of thine own mouth will I judge 
thee, thou wicked servant. Thou knewest 
that I was an austere man, taking up that I 
laid not down, and reaping that I did not 
sow." Now here we can Team an important 
lesson, as to what will be the consequences if *. 
we fail to occupy the pound that is entrusted 
unto us. If we set down upon the stool of 
ease with folded hands and do nothing; as 
long as the enemy of our souls can keep us 
there he is very well satisfied, but as soon as 
we began to move out and try by the help of 
God to improve our talent, then is the time * 
when the stones began to fly, and he is so> 
cunning and deceitful too that he will 
get one to throw them ; but blessed be God 
if we are right in the harness, have on the 
the whole armor of God, including the best 
plate of righteousness, they will glance off 
every time and leave us unhurt. Then let 
those of us who have set to our seal that God 
is true, occupy till he comes and says "it is 
enough, come up higher." Let us work while 
it is called to-day, for the night cometh when 
no man can work. Blessed be his holy name, 
he does not ask any more of us than we are- 
able to peform; but let us be careful lest it 
cannot be said of us, that we have done what 
we could. If we cannot reap the grain or 
gather the sheaves we perhaps can bear a cup 
of water to those who are bearing the burden 
and heat of the day, and we shall in no wise 
lose onr reward. Let us not accuse our 
Lord and master of being an austere man 
or a hard master. Why he pays us good 
wages right along and blesses us temporally 
and spiritually, more than what we deserve. 
Then if we hold out faithful to the end we 
have the promise of lifeeverlasting in the world 
to come. Although we dare not expect to 
merit heaven by our own good works, for 
when we ha*e done all that we could do we 
are then unprofitable servants and have done 
nothing more than what was our duty. It 
does seem to me it high time that the ehurch 
awakes to a sense of ner duty, when I behold 
and see the abomination of desolation stand- 
ing where it ought not. Oh, it pains my 
heart to see and to hear of those that claim 
to be the followers of the meek and lowly 
Nezarene, to engage in worldly amusements. 
It is written that my house shall be called a 
house of prayer, but ye have made it a house 
of merchandise. Then the conformity to the 
world which the word plainly forbids when it 
says that we should not be conformed to this 
world, but that we should be transformed 
by the renewing of our minds. When we 
talk to the people on this subject the answer 
generally is: "Oh, I don't think about these 
things. My conscience don't condemn me.'* 
May God have mercy upon the conscience that 
don't feel condemned while walking in direct 
opposition to the teachings of the Bible. 
Search the scriptures, for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life, and they are they which 
testify of me. Not our conscience. 

And then there is another class, that has 
the form of Godliness, but deny the power. 
And the apostle says from such withdraw. 
And I take the liberty to say that upon the 
sacred desk we are not excusable. Oh it 
does seem to me that all heaven mourns, and 
the devils are holding a jubilee over such pro- 
fessors of religion. We dare not help to lead 
people astray, for it cost too much to redeem 
them. What will it profit a man if he gains 
the whole world and lose his own soul. As- 
sisted by God's grace I mean to occupy till 
he comes. 

Cambridge City, fad. 


